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ThfrFBI in * secret 1969 
memorandum to FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover took sub- 
stantial credit for the “high 
degree o f unrest'* tint ltaakf 
existed in the black ghetto of 
southeast San Diego. 

Bringing Hoover up to date 
on FBI "counterintelligence" 
efforts to disrupt black 
nationalist organizations it 
characterized as "hate 
groups/' the bureau’s San 
Diego field office reported in 

the Sept W. 1969 memoran* 

#* 




But the documents, which * 
the FBI turned over tb the J 
Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee, and an invegtlfittev / 
by The Times in San Diego 
indicates that the ’ FBI 5 
program at least nurtured the 
hatred that sparked the- 
sbootouts. 

“This violence was taking 
place before we got In the 
act” Adams said ** 

However, the firstPaafter- 
US shooting incident la San 
Diego appears to fcav* taken 
place on Hay 23, 1969. when 
John Arthur Savage, a 21- 
year-<tt Black Panther, was 
shot to death In southeast San 
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“Shooting, beatings and a 
T; kigh degree of unrest con- 
ttnues (sic) to prevail In the 
• v* ghetto area of southeast San 
Diego. Although c oe specific 
« l cttintenntelligence action can 
be credited with contributing prupusrxj— ana Hoover ap- 
*Jte this overall attention, It is prevad-dlstributlrig bogus 
> • Mt that a substantial amount cartoons showine that th* t is 
L f <rf the unrest is directly at- 
y tributabie to this program." 

H The three-page memo and 
ji related documents obtained 
Jj by The ioi Angelas Times 

•-from the Senate intelligence 
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cartoons showing that the US 
organization considered the 
Panther? to he Ineffectual and 


and should further differences 

committee reveal an intensive among BPP leaders and 
effort by the FBI to footer and members/’ Hoover said in 
, capitalize on the r tittnity approving the scheme, 

j between the Black Panther Adams said the violence- 
• Party and the US organization prana Bleak Panthers and US - 
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in San Diego at a Ume when were pitted against each other 
» bmtant black groups \ vih « effort to prevent them 


’the two I _ 

, .were waning openly. " ' from Joining forces. He "said 

? three-month period, only a "very thin line" 
% f™" 1 Ma y through August separates such activity (Tom 
•W9. the warfare took the the actual promotion of 
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of two killings, the 
ding of fotr other per- 
shotgon and rifle attacks 
_ i bombing.* 
j; James B. A (Jains, deputy 
.-associate director df the FBI 

• who has testified extensively 
./before congressional com- 
vmittees on the discontinued 

• counterintelligence effort. 

' • said the purpose never was to 

• promote violence. 

> In an interview. Adams 

• t said: "We were not trying to 
; get people to kill each other, 

• but to disrupt these groups, to 
i* reduce their effectiveness I 
l- don’t know of any action that 

• # *was designed to produce 

• -violence 


"Tbafs why all of theta 
thinas had to be approved at 
headquarters," Adams said. 
“We tried diligently to thread 
the needle." 

Adams said the Wording of 
the San Diego field office's 
memo to Hoover should have 
been challenged by FBI 
headquarters. "I know the 
wording is subject to the 
characterization that this 
office was taking credit for 
shootings, beatings," he said. 
“But our purpose was to 
prevent violence, not to 
foment violence 
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